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Prototypical flow diagram of a study of diagnostic accuracy.
First official version, January 2003.



Referred to radiology 
with suspected PE n=204

Helical CT
n= 160

Pulmonary Angiography

PE n=56 No PE n=3

Excluded n=18
Refusal n=26

Positive  n=? Negative n=? Inconclusive n=?

Pulmonary Angiography Pulmonary Angiography

PE n=3 No PE n=89 PE n=3 No PE n=3

Inconclusive n=?
Adverse reaction n=?

Inconclusive n=?
Adverse reaction n=?

Inconclusive n=?
Adverse reaction n=?

Pulmonary embolism detection: 
prospective evaluation of dual section 
helical CT versus selective pulmonary 
arteriography in 157 patients. 
Radiology 2000;217:447-455



Children With Suspected
Appendicitis n=177

Discharged Home
n=4

Appendicitis n=0 No appendicitis n=4

Directly to Operating Room
n=34

Appendicitis n=30 No appendicitis n=4

Ultrasonography
n=139

Discharged Home
n=11

Appendicitis n=1 No appendicitis n=10

Appendectomy
n=20

Appendicitis n=20 No appendicitis n=0

CTRC
n=108

Discharged Home
n=52

Appendicitis n=0 No appendicitis n=52

Appendectomy
n=31

Appendicitis n=28 No appendicitis n=3

Admitted for observation 
n=25

Appendicitis n=24 No appendicitis n=1

Ultrasonographyand limited computed 
tomography in the diagnosis and 
management of appendicitis in children. 
JAMA 1999;282:1041-1046



Eligible Elderly in General
Practice, n=1056

Not included
n=239

echocardiography
n=817

B type natriuretic peptide
n=12

Heart Failure
n=?

Randomly excluded n=?
Unavailable n=?

No Heart Failure
n=?

Randomly excluded n=?
Unavailable n=?

B type natriuretic peptide
n=143

Biochemical diagnosis of ventricular 
dysfunction in elderly patients in general 
practice: observational study.
BMJ 2000;320.9906-8

> 18.7 pmol/l
n=11

<18.7 pmol/l
n=1

> 18.7 pmol/l
n=50

<18.7 pmol/l
n=93


